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LocalsaidMexicanpollutionbattleByJasonPulliam3TheDailyIowanHomegrownpollution	preventionstrategiesarebeingpreparedforexporttothedevelopingworldunderaprogramdesignedtosynthesizeindustrialandenvironmentalneeds.TheUIchapterofEngineersforaSustainableWorldhassecuredfederalfundingtocomeupwithaplantohelpXicotepec,Mexico,respondtodevelopment	drivenenvironmentaldegradation.Thegroupwasamong42recipientsnationwideof$10,000"People,Prosperity,&Planet"grantsfromtheEnvironmentalProtectionAgency.TheUIorganizationwilltraveltoWashington,D.C.,inthespringof2006,tocompeteagainstotherrecipientsforthenationalaward,whichsuppliesadditionalfundingtowinningproposals.MarceloMena,agraduatestudentintheUICollegeofEngineering,saidmembersareeagertorefinetheirproposaltopositionthemselvesforthenationalaward,buthepointedoutthattheinitiativeisaboutmuchmorethanmoneyandaccolades."It's[about]exportingagreatideathatwasborninIowa,"hesaid."Iowaisagreatplacetogrowthings,butit'salsoaplacewhereideascanbecomeseedstobeplantedelsewhere."GroupmembersdrewupontheirexperiencesasinternsintheIowaDepartmentofNaturalResourcesPollutionPreventionProgramtodesigntheirproposaltohelpXicotepecaddressitspollutionproblems.TheprogramenablesIowacollegestudentstoworkatanIowacompanyfor11weekstohelpidentifyareasofindustrialwastethatresultineconomiclossandenvironmentalcontamination.PieterBeyer,aUIseniorandenvironmental	engineeringmajor,saidthewaste	reductionrecommendationshemadewhileinterningatTextronFasteningSystemsinDecorahresultedin"conservativelyestimated"savingsof$700,000peryear.BeyerandMenaarguethatcommon	sensesolutionstoindustrialwaste,asdemonstratedbythesuccessesoftheNaturalResourcesprogram,aretransferabletoplaces	suchasXicotepec	allacrossthedevelopingworld.Localengineering	chaptermembershavebeenvisitingXicotepecsince2003inanefforttoassessthequalityofitsdrinkingwaterandwaste	treatmentcapacity,aswellasanalyzingpollutionresultingfromcoffeeproduction,thearea'sprimaryindustry.TheirinvolvementbeganasanoffshootoftheengagementofIowaCity'sfourareaRotaryclubs,whichhavebeeninvolvedwithXicotepecRotarycounterpartssince2001.



CraigJust,anassociateresearchscientistintheengineeringschoolandthegroup'sfacultyadviser,saidthesituationinXicotepecisamicrocosmofthedevelopingworld,andcountriessuchastheUnitedStateshaveavestedinterestinmakingcertaindevelopmentproceedsinasustainableway,becauseitisinextricablylinkedtostabilitytheworldover."Impoverishedcountriesarebreedinggroundsforglobalinstability,"hesaid.JimPeterson,anIowaCityRotarianandUIalumnus,saidhehopesEngineersforaSustainableWorld'seffortswillspurothermembersoftheUIcommunitytoaction."IseePresidentSkortonhasnamedthisthe'YearofEngagement,'andtherearemanywaysstudentsinalotofdisciplinescouldbecomeinvolvedinXicotepecandplaceslikeit,"hesaid.Astheprogramprogresses,professorsandstudentsfromtheUIandXicotepecwillworkcloselytomaximizetheculturalinterchangeoftheprojecttocomplementitstechnologicalemphases."Thisprogramisasmuchaboutculturalexchangeasitisabouttechnologicalexchange,"Justsaid.E	mailDIreporterJasonPulliamat:jason	pulliam@uiowa.edu


